Makmeugang : Acehnese Tradition To Celebrate Upcoming Great Days
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Makmeugang is the Acehnese tradition to celebrate the special day of Lebaran. It is celebrated 3 times each years; 1-2 days before Ramadhan, a day before Idul Fitri and a day before Idul Adha. All Acehnese celebrate this tradition by eating meat based cuisine while gathering with family, friends, and neighbors. 
It was raining heavily in the morning of Saturday, August 10 2019, one day before Idul Adha in Banda Aceh. It was already long in the agenda for Acehnese to buy meat and other ingredients needed for Makmeugang celebration until the sudden downpour started after Subuh prayer. But it turns out the rain is not an obstacle for people to head for traditional market. 
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Meat Vendor packed with buyer, Peunayong Traditional Market, August 10, 2019
Meat vendors were already packed with potential buyers in Peunayong Market. As I walked through the crowd, the seller were busy offering the meat despite the heavy rain and muddy roads. 
There is no certain way as to how Makmeugang meat should be cooked, most people just cook it the way they like it as long as it can be enjoyed together. Therefore, the traditional market not only provides meat as the main ingredient, but also other ingredients needed to cook the cuisine. 
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Seller prepared ingredients needed to cook the cuisine for Makmeugang
Makmeugang is a tradition that can’t be missed by local resident, because more than a family gathering the tradition holds deeper meaning for welcoming the great days and express gratitude to Allah SWT for all the blessing that have been given throughout the year. Besides, the tradition is also used as a silaturrahim momentum with family and relatives. This is why people in Aceh are eager to celebrate Makmeugang and willing to spend extra money for this celebration. 
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